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only 4,567, or 13-5 p.c, were living with both their parents before coming under the 
care of a social agency or institution; of the remainder 11,614, or 34-5 p.c. of the 
33,479 were illegitimate, although some of the 1,565 whose parentage was unknown 
may come under this category. It is rather remarkable that only 833, or 2-5 p.c. 
of the children of known social background were the offspring of divorced parents. 
It is, of course, quite possible that some of the children reported under other headings 
should have been included here. Further experience in the collection of these 
statistics should lead to the refinement of the measurements used so that future 
reports should be much more specific in the measurement of the extent to which 
divorce and illegitimacy contribute to the placement of children in institutions 
or under the care of social agencies. 

17.—Family Status of Children in Care, by Provinces, as at June 2, 1941 

Item P . E . I . N . S . N . B . Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B .C . Total 
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Section 7.—The Canadian Red Cross; The Victorian Order of 
Nurses; and The Saint John Ambulance Association 

Each of these organizations carries on important welfare work but their major 
activities are related more directly to public health than to welfare and for this reason 
the data regarding their operations are given in the Public Health Chapter of this 
volume. 


